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Unit Focus

In this unit, students will be exposed to early literacy skills, such as concepts of print, book handling skills, and making connections to
demonstrate comprehension. Students will be exposed to rhyming books and stories, and learn that pictures tell a story. They will also learn
how to select a book of their choice/interest. Students will learn how to play bingo, be introduced to new theme related vocabulary, and answer
the question of the day with adult facilitation. Learning will take place in a variety of instructional formats and structures including center time,
table time, morning meeting, learning stations, and read aloud/second circle. Student progress will be continually monitored through
observation and analysis of student work, performance, and participation.

Stage 1: Desired Results - Key Understandings
Established Goals Transfer

None
PK4

(CA2) I can take on a role in a pretend
play environment and act out
appropriate behavior with others based
on that setting.
(CA3) I can create and/or use materials
and props to simulate actions in a
pretend play environment.

Connecticut Goals and Standards
PK4

Independently choose to "read" books
and select a variety of texts including
fiction and nonfiction. L.60.11

T1 (T1) Wonder about, ask questions, and explore the world around them.
T2 (T2) Communicate observations, ideas, feelings, and creations in a variety of ways using
appropriate vocabulary.

Meaning

Understandings Essential Questions

U1 (U100) Effective readers use appropriate
strategies (as needed) to construct meaning
from texts.
U2

Phonemic awareness includes the ability to
isolate, blend, and manipulate sounds in
spoken words.

Q1 (Q100)What do good readers do?
Q2 (Q101)What is the text (really) about?
Q3 (Q102)What are the parts of this story?
How do they help me understand?
Q4 (Q104)What connections can I make to
help me understand the story?
Q5
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With prompting and support, retell
familiar stories, including story elements
(e.g., setting, characters, events) and/or
share key details from informational text.
L.60.12
Identify main components of a story or
text (the major plot points of a story or
the main topic of an informational text).
L.60.13
Use connections between self and
character, experience and emotions to
increase comprehension. L.60.14
Know how print is read (e.g., left to right,
top to bottom, front to back or according
to conventions of home language).
L.60.15
Know that books have titles, authors,
illustrators or photographers. L.60.16
Recognize words as a unit of print and
that letters are grouped to form words.
L.60.17
Begin to use awareness of letter sounds
along with pictures to read words in text.
L.60.19
Recognize and name known letters of
the alphabet in familiar and unfamiliar
words. L.60.20
Make some letter-sound connections.
L.60.21
Produce rhyming words or words that
have same initial sound. L.60.22
Recognize which words in a set of words
begin with the same sound. L.60.23
Distinguish syllables in words. L.60.24

U3

Reading is a process in which readers make
meaning from predictable patterns.

Can you show me the parts of the book?

Q6

How do sounds go together to make words?

Acquisition of Knowledge and Skill

Knowledge Skills

S1

I can chose books that interest me and
"read" them.

S2

I can make connections between myself and
books that help me understand better.

S3

I know to read print left to right and top to
bottom.

S4

I know words are made up of letters.

S5

I can use what I know about letter sounds
and pictures to read words.

S6

I can match some letters to their sounds or
sounds to their letters.

S7

I can name words that rhyme.

S8

I can name words that begin with the same
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sound.

S9

I can recognize which words in a set begin
with the same sound.

S10

I can identify syllables in a word (e.g., clap,
tap, tiles).

S11

I can use story elements to help me retell a
story with prompting and support.

S12

I can share details from informational books.

S13

I can identify the main parts of the
story/main topic of a text.

S14

I know books have titles, authors, and
illustrators or photographers.

S15

I can recognize and name some letters of the
alphabet in words.

S16

I can take on a role in a pretend play
environment and act out appropriate
behavior with others based on that setting.

S17

I can create and/or use materials and props
to simulate actions in a pretend play
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